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BBQ Fundraiser 

Frozen Food Fundraiser 
items will be available for 
pick up on Saturday, June 
19th at Memorial South 
Park. Last names A-L pick up 
between 10-10:30am; Last 
names M-Z pick up between 
10:30-11am. Thank you for 
your support!! 

Fusion Gear 

Visit Macey's Sports in North 
Vancouver for Fusion 
branded apparel. 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Riley 
Doleman & Pascal Williams, 
recipients of the 2020/21 
VFC Scholarship!  

Congratulations to the 
graduating Fusion players.  
We wish you all the best as 
you graduate high school 
and embark on exciting 
adventures ahead. Be sure 
to keep in touch! 
#FUSIONFAMILY

FUSION NEWS 
Return to Games | Preseason & Fall Play | Spotlight: Player Pathway | Coach Spotlights 

Return to Games! 

We've been thrilled to see the province's sports 
programming return to games and the club has been 
busy organising a ton of exciting inter-squad action! 
With little time before the summer break, we're getting 
a glimpse at what we can hope to return to in the fall.  

We are also now allowed up to 50 spectators for 
outdoor sports, so you can finally get out and cheer on 
the Fusion teams at games and practices over the next 
few weeks.  

Fusion's BCSPL teams will be playing a two week 
exhibition schedule with match-ups against Coastal FC 
on the weekend of June 19/20 and Surrey United SC 
on the weekend of June 26/27.

Photo Credit: Gordie Bowles
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August Pre-Season

The BC Soccer Premier League 
(BCSPL) will resume league play 
on the September 11/12 
weekend, provided the 
September re-start proceeds as 
planned.  

There will be no BCSPL League 
Cup for 2021, and instead, all 
clubs will play more games than 

usual through to the December 4/5 weekend.  

This will provide more games, extra development time, 
and value for all players after missing a substantial 
amount of development time on field.  

Image Credit: BCSPL.ca

Summer 
Programming!  

Fusion's summer soccer 
camps start July 12th.  

Future Prospects Camp 
(2016-2010 born players) 

This program focuses on 
touches on the ball while 
ensuring the players have 
fun.  The sessions will be 
filled with fun games, 
technically components and 
a World Cup format.   

High-Performance Camp 
(2009-2005 born players) 

This program is designed 
for players looking for  
development-focused 
training with high-intensity 
sessions.  

More Information and 
Registration here 

Fusion FC Selects 
Spring Program 

We had over 100 players 
participate in our Selects 
Spring Program, expanded 
our growing offerings to 
create new U11 and U12 
Select teams, and worked 
with younger players in the 
U5-U10 age groups.  

Thank you for your 
dedication and hard work 
this Spring!

Fusion pre-season 
is tentively 
scheduled to start 
the week of August 
16th. Following two 
weeks of training, 
teams will play in 
the SX International 

Cup in Surrey on the weekend of September 4-6, 2021. 

BCCSL - Fall Play 

The BC Coastal Soccer League (BCCSL) is preparing 
for a full return to play in the fall. The opening 
weekend is scheduled for September 10-12. We can't 
wait to see Fusion FC teams on the pitch! 

BCSPL - Fall Play 

https://www.fusionfc.ca/2021-summer-camps-registration/
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Fusion News checked in with three 2006 born Fusion BCSPL players who have followed the 
Player Development Pathway to the Whitecaps Girls Elite Super REX program: Sienna 
Gibson, Joy Kimwemwe, and Emma Yee.  

All three players were on the Fusion roster in 2019 when 
they went to the Provincial Premier Cup finals and WON! 
Emma says that is her favourite Fusion memory, 
remembering, “We had worked so hard all season and it 
felt great to get the results we wanted - and it was super 
fun celebrating with the team after.” 

Looking back at how their time with Fusion prepared 
them for where they are now, Sienna says, “Fusion taught 
me to fight for my position and work as hard as I could to 
get the outcome we wanted.” Emma credits the 
opportunities she had to play games with players on older 
Fusion teams, adding that it helped her with her 
confidence when playing against or with older and bigger 
players.  

For players wishing to follow in their path or play at the 
next level in the Player Pathway, Joy Kimwemwe says 
“Train hard and stay focused on your own personal growth and success (as a person and as 
a player)”. Sienna encourages players not to blame themselves for the small mistakes they 
make. Instead of doing that, she has learned to reflect and think about how she can grow 
and learn from them. Emma recommends players “enjoy every practice and game because 
if you aren’t enjoying it and working hard every day, you aren’t going to get the most out of 
your training.” 

All three of these players strive to play at the national level and they’ll all take their fond 
memories of their time at Fusion with them. Sienna says she carries the memory of “how fun 
and supportive the team and staff were. It was always a fun, but focused, environment”. Joy 
recalls an intersquad game during preseason where the other Fusion teams “were the 
biggest hype-men”, and most importantly, she fondly recalls that post-game that day, "we 
had the juiciest BBQ put on by chef JJ”. These girls haven’t lost sight of the good stuff!  

Fusion wishes this hard working trio, and all of the players pursuing their soccer goals along 
the Player Development Pathway, all the best as they continue with the beautiful game. 

Sienna Gibson, Joy 
Kimwemwe, and Emma Yee

Spotlight: the Player Development Pathway
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In a series of highlights in this (and upcoming) Fusion newsletters, Fusion writer Rob Klovance, 
tells the stories of Fusion's worldly collection of coaches:  

Ireland native Shane Howard really wanted to play pro soccer in England, but made the 
smart choice to play college soccer and earn a degree while on scholarship in the U.S. 
Then love carried him to Vancouver. 

Anthony Mak fled political unease in Hong Kong with his family and discovered a 
vibrant soccer culture in Vancouver that was missing from his birthplace. 

Jan Skoupil gave up soccer for freestyle skiing in his native Czech Republic, only to 
rediscover the beautiful game as a coach in a far off land. 

Othmane Kabbadj grew up playing soccer in Morocco, played some semi-pro outside 
Paris, and landed in Vancouver where he became a Fusion coach and a member of a BC 
senior men's club soccer powerhouse.  

And after learning to handle the ball in tight situations while playing futsal in Brazil, Ariel 
Gitz wound up teaching those skills to Fusion FC players through Brazilian Soccer 
Schools. See his story on Page 5.  

These coaches are all part of an international coaching roster Fusion FC draws upon for 
a variety of training and experience. It all meshes well with Fusion’s aim to drive passion 
for excellence in players, on and off the soccer field. 

And as all these coaches can attest, you never know where that passion will take you. 
Oh, the places they’ve been!  

Fusion Coaches Bring Passion From Afar
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Pressured on the ball? Coach Gitz is here to help

Given that Brazil helped change the way world football was played, it’s not surprising 
that the magic first touch, often with the ball in mid-air, has helped make Ariel Gitz and 
other raised-on-futsal talents a hot commodity. 

Growing up in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, Gitz’s first years of futbol 
were almost entirely in the gym, 
and seldom on the field. He 
eventually got experience 
playing 11-a-side-soccer, but his 
passion was futsal and he played 
it competitively at the university 
level before moving to Victoria 
five years ago. While pursuing a 
Masters of Education degree in 
coaching studies, he met Huw 
Harris, owner of B.C.’s Brazilian 
Soccer Schools. And bang, he 
was back coaching the game he 
loves. 

“The intensity is higher, and 
that’s the main thing about futsal,” says Gitz. “It’s like, there is no in-between. You are 
attacking or you're defending. You score a goal and, two to three seconds later, you 
could be scored on.” 

As you watch the best teams in the world today, you see futsal skills everywhere. A 
long pass arrives over the head of a sprinting striker and is settled immediately with a 
perfect touch, in stride. And before a player even receives the ball, she knows which 
way she will move with it, and who will get the pass. This is the stuff Gitz focusses on in 
his sessions. 

“The younger kids are very accepting of these methods, because it’s something new 
and they’re excited to learn the skills,” says Gitz. “But some of the teens aren’t used to 
it. They’ve already formed a way of thinking about how football is played, and they 
sometimes think they know everything. Those are the players I’d like to see us work 
with more and more.” 

Rob Klovance, for Fusion FC

Brazil native, Ariel Gitz, shown here demonstrating 
futsal skills to a group of kids


	Return to Games!
	BBQ Fundraiser
	Fusion Gear
	Congratulations!
	Summer Programming!
	Fusion FC Selects Spring Program
	August Pre-Season
	BCCSL - Fall Play
	BCSPL - Fall Play
	Spotlight: the Player Development Pathway
	Fusion Coaches Bring Passion From Afar
	Pressured on the ball? Coach Gitz is here to help


